ANNUAL REPORT 2008-2009
Ottauquechee Natural Resources 
Conservation District              

MISSION STATEMENT 
The Mission of the Conservation District is to advocate for environmentally-sound use and protection of soil, air, water, forests, and wildlife resources for all residents of the 19-town District by:

· Fostering public awareness and appreciation of the value and necessity to conserve natural resources for current and future generations, and

· Providing local leadership that advances environmental stewardship through education and non-regulatory assistance.*                    *As of August 2007.


2008-2009 MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRMAN

The Ottauquechee Natural Resources Conservation District (ONRCD) had a busy and successful 2008-2009 year. We again thank Linda Schneider, District Manager, and Sue Greenall, volunteer Web Site expert.


Basin Planning was the main focus this year for the Ottauquechee and Black Rivers. Six partners working together to encourage community input into an action plan for these rivers with the guidance of the regional Vermont Watershed Coordinator. The Watershed Council is made up of: Black River Action Team, ONRCD, Ottauquechee River Group, Southern Windsor County Regional Planning Commission, Two Rivers Ottauquechee Regional Commission and Vermont Department of Environmental Conservation. 


One of our focuses is: “Buy Local”. At every event, meeting or workshop local foods are served and made mention of the farmer. We hosted a very successful “localvore” lunch at our annual meeting, conducted or sponsored numerous presentations and articles on conservation topics including; backyard wildlife habitat, making compost, invasive species and recycling. We continue to explore ways to recycle agricultural plastic from the hay bales.  In early spring, with the assistance of a state grant from the Clean and Clear program, a workshop for horse owners on handling manure and making compost was held. Eight manure composting bins were constructed to compost tons of manure per year.


Volunteer partners from Change the World Kids, Black River Action Team, Ottauquechee River Group, Rio-tinto and Vermont Department of Environmental Conservation were instrumental enlarging our tree farm in Ludlow.  The Ludlow nursery site now has over 300 young saplings of various species ready to be used in future projects.  Our northern nursery site in Norwich grows willow stakes for buffer plantings, for sale through ONRCD.


Thanks to a generous gift from the SunUp Foundation work began in Woodstock for bank stabilization and erosion control on the banks of the Ottauquechee River. With the volunteer and financial help of Billings Farm & Museum, Ottauquechee River Group, Trout Unlimited and The Woodstock Foundation, we planted over 1150 willow stakes and 350 saplings along the bank running on the east end of Woodstock.  The help of volunteers, planning and direction of the Vermont Watershed Coordinator, VACD Agricultural Resources Specialist and National Forest Service Fisheries Biologist, allowed completion of the project that would otherwise have cost at least five times more money than was spent.  The goal for the following years is to continue planting riparian buffers for wildlife corridors and bank stabilization where needed along the Ottauquechee and Black Rivers.


Our work plan for the coming year included a major project along the Black River, outside of Springfield.  Unfortunately, the expected funding for this project did not come through. So, like many other non-profits, trimming the list of good deeds to the limits of the funding and the all important personal donations we receive. 


The District’s purpose is to listen to the needs of the local communities, assist the community members in improving the environment, and support projects with our administrative and technical expertise. Under the umbrella of the District’s legal status, insurance, and partner relationships, many community projects can be completed that otherwise might only have been wishful hopes. 

Respectfully,

Larry Kasden

Acting Chairman of ONRCD Board

ONRCD VOLUNTEER BOARD and their responsibilities


Ottauquechee Natural Resources Conservation District, organized in 1944, is charged with overseeing the soil and water conservation programs within its 19-town area.  The current District Board of Supervisors consists of Larry Kasden, Acting Chair; Xaxakwetet Little Tree, Treasurer;  Hallie Whitcomb, Secretary; Deborah Donahue, Supervisor, Sue Greenall, Supervisor. NRCC representative is from Windham County. VACD representative is Larry Kasden.


The major responsibility is to listen to the needs of their respective communities within our District and report back at the Board meetings. So the topics and projects we undertake in a calendar year reflect the needs of our District.

ONRCD STAFF and their responsibilities
Linda Schneider, District Manager

The major responsibilities are to provide educational programs and organize conservation projects within the District boundaries. Other responsibilities include networking with partners, bookkeeping tasks, fund raising and attend District Employee meetings.  Linda was voted the District Employee Chairperson for 2009.

Technical Staff shared with other Districts:


Sylvia Harris, Agricultural Resources Specialist/Basin Planner 


Susan Alexander, Agricultural Resources Specialist/Basin Planner 


Jennifer Durham, SVNMP Educator


Bruce Howlett, SVNMP Nutrient Management Consultant


Brandon Carpenter, Land Treatment Planner

 LONG RANGE GOALS AND STRATEGIC PLAN 2006 TO 2011  
                                                  From Feb 8, 2006 FIVE Year plan

 PRIORITY NATURAL RESOURCE ISSUES -   TOP THREE

      1. Water Quality - Nutrient Management 

      2. Sustainable Agriculture

      3. Solid Waste Management

These top three are the current major conservation needs in our District and our focus for the next five years.
ACTION ITEMS                                    In progress

      I. Water Quality - Nutrient Management 






*
A. Kitchen Meetings and Farmer Discussion Groups




*


B. Workshops for Agricultural Community and Landowners 



*



1. Water Quality








*




a. Basin Plan for Ottauquechee/Black Rivers



*




b. Help to implement Saxton/West/Williams River Basin Plan

___



2. GMHA and other associations






*




a. Focus on horse owners






*




b. Assessment of Horse Pasture Management



*



3. Buffers









*



4.  Soil Test









*



5. NM Plans 









*



6. NM Assessments








*



7. Animal Mortality Composting






*



8. Invasive Species with controls: Till and reseed, PH & Fertilizer

*


C.  Articles 










*


D.  Press Releases for events







*


E.  Find and sustain funding source for District Ag Producers for soil testing
 *

      II Sustainable Agriculture


A. Kitchen Gardens with seeds from High Mowing Seeds



*


B. Partner with Heifer International






*



1. To find needy recipients for animals





___



2.  To do workshops on AMC






*


C. Garden Workshops








*


D. School gardening projects







___


E. Community Gardens and rain gardens





___


F. Sponsor Producers/landowner for Continued Educational workshops, conferences, classes           










*


G. Partner with Vital Communities and Land Link




* __


H. Workshop on Invasive Species control (train the trainer + knotweed control)
* 2

      III. Solid Waste management 







*

A. Agricultural Plastics Program - Recycle   





*

1. Bales/white film






*

2. Plastic flower pots






___

B. Partner with GUVSW District







*

C. Incentive for Recycling Farm opportunities (Amnesty Day)


___

1. Tires 








___

2. Metal








___

THE START OF ONRCD’S NEW 18 MONTH STRATEGIC PLAN

Ottauquechee Natural Resource Conservation District

Strategic Planning Session August 12, 2009 to June 30, 2011
The Ottauquechee Natural Resource Conservation District has met most of the goals in their current strategic plan.  Therefore they met to develop a strategic plan for the next 18 months.  

To accomplish this process and arrive at some goals they answered a series of questions. The questions and their responses are below.

1. What are the natural resource concerns of the area?

The identified concerns are:

· Water quality

· Invasive species

· Landscape folly (landowners landscaping their property in ways that create long term problems for the areas natural resources)

· Ag viability specifically for hobby farms and small diversified farms

· Open land

· River management

· Wildlife habitat

· Composting

· Education

After some discussion it was agreed that education was a component of all of the other concerns and not a separate concern.

2. The next step was to vote on the highest priority concerns.  The results of that voting indicated that water quality was the highest priority followed by a tie for Invasive Species, Landscape Folly, River Management and Wildlife Habitat.  It was also agreed that all of these concerns were interrelated.  

3.  Who else is working to address the identified concerns and could be potential partners for the district?

Water Quality

a. VT Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC)

b. USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS)

c. Connecticut River Joint Commission (CRJC)

d. Watershed groups, BRAT, Ottauquechee River Group (ORG), White River partnership (WRP), Trout Unlimited (TU)

e. Conservation Resource Enhancement Program (CREP)

f. Billings Farm

g. Woodstock Foundation

Invasive Species

· WRP




· DEC

· The Nature Conservancy (TNC)

· NRCS

· Vermont Department of Transportation (VTrans)

· Vermont Department of Forest parks and Recreation (FPR)

· Master Gardeners

· Nurseries

· Schools

· Local and state plant groups

Landscape Folly

· Rotary Clubs

· Chambers of Commerce

· County Foresters

· Town Planners

· Regional Planning Commissions

· G.D. Aiken RC&D

· Vermont Fish and Wildlife (F&W)

· Nurseries

· Landscape contractors

· Master Gardeners

· Vital Communities

· Schools

· Realtors

River Management

· DEC

· NRCS

· FEMA

· WRP

· Vermont Rivers Council (VRC)

Wildlife Habitat

· F&W

· NRCS

· National Wildlife Federation (NWF)

· County Foresters

· Audubon

· Sierra Club

· Land Trusts

· TNC

· Vermont Institute of Natural Science (VINS)

· Town Conservation Commissions

· Landscape contractors

· Landowners

Other potential partners for individual projects include:

· Vocational Technical centers

· “Change the World Kids”

· University of Vermont and UVM Extension

· Boy Scouts

· Individual towns

· Solid Waste Districts

· Marsh, Billings Rockefeller National Park

· Sun Up foundation

· Woodstock Foundation

· Canaday Foundation

· Individual Businesses and Farms

4. What are some realistic goals that can be achieved within 18 months to address the identified higher priority natural resource concerns.  (NOTE:  At the request of the district a caveat was added that the goals should also be a source of income for the district)

· A skidder bridge program to address water quality issues during logging operations.  Potential funding for this program could come from the clean and clear initiative.

· A program to increase the use of riparian buffers.  Potential funding for this project could come from the clean and clear initiative and CREP.

· A series of wildlife education seminars targeted at realtors, landscaping contractors and landowners.  “Backyard habitat” education is the priority of the National Association of Conservation Districts for 2010.

· A series of forestry education seminars targeted at foresters, loggers and landowners.  “Forestry” education is the priority of the National Association of Conservation Districts for 2011.

The next steps in this strategic planning process are to identify individual measurable objectives for each of the four goals and then develop strategies to achieve those objectives and goals.

2008-2009 ACCOMPLISHMENTS

COMMUNITY CONSERVATION AND EDUCATION

PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS 

1. DISTRICT’S ANNUAL PUBLIC MEETING October 8, 2008    11:00am to 1pm
   ONRCD Annual Meeting & Silent Auction with Local Foods Luncheon 


Presenter: Marie Levesque Caduto, Watershed Coordinator


Location: North Universalist Chapel Society, Woodstock, Vermont


Date:  Wednesday October 8, 2008       11am to 1pm


Cost: $35 with lunch included 

The purpose of our annual meeting is to inform the public of our activities from last year and planned for next year. The fundraiser was the silent auction and the local foods luncheon.  Marie Levesque Caduto spoke on the Basin Planning process. 

ONRCD ANNUAL MEETING AGENDA

October 8, 2008    11:00am to 11:30am


1. Chair calls to order


2. Approve minutes from September 10th meeting


3. Introduce the District, Supervisors and Sustainable agriculture focus



Linda Schneider,
ONRCD District Manager                                 
 


4. Local Foods Cookbook Project




     




Sue Greenall, ONRCD Associate Supervisor


5. PAST YEAR’S ACCOMPLISHMENTS 2007-2008

   




Jay Van Arman, ONRCD Chairman of the Board


6. THIS COMING YEAR’S PROJECTS AND PROGRAMS 2008-2009



Deb Donahue, ONRCD Supervisor 







7. SPECIAL GUEST SPEAKER on Basin Planning                                   



Marie Levesque Caduto, Watershed Coordinator –VT DEC


8. ADJOURN to Local Foods Lunch 11:30 to 12:30     


            

                           Silent Auction 12:30 to 1pm

ONRCD Local Foods Luncheon MENU

North Universalist Chapel Society, Woodstock

October 8, 2008 11am to 1pm

DRINKS

Apple Cider – Moore’s Orchard, Pomfret
Switchel and Mint Tea – Thorny Hills Farm, West Windsor
CHEESE PLATTER AND BREADS

Four Corners Cheese – Cobb Hill Farm, Hartland 

Jack, Colby Cheddar Cheese – Jericho Hill Farm, Harford

Jack, Sage, Smoked Cheeses – Sugarbush Farm, Pomfret

Tarentaise – Thistle Hill Farm, Pomfret 

Artisan Breads – North Star Bakery, Hartland

Vermont Oatcakes – Thorny Hills, West Windsor

SOUPS

Harvest Corn Chowder – Dream Come True Farm, Hartland
Pumpkin Soup – Rocky Ridge Farm, Hartland
ENTREE

Sheppard’s Pie with Cloudland Farm’s Black Angus Beef 

– Prepared by Rocky Ridge Farm, Hartland
Scottish Highlander Cross Meatballs – Black Watch Farm, Weathersfield
Quiche from Farm Fresh Free-Range Eggs and local meats, vegetables and cheeses

 – Prepared by Clay Hill Corners, Hartland

SALADS AND SIDE DISHES

Stuffed Grape Leaves – Sylvia Harris, Newfane
Sweet Corn Salad – Killdeer Farm, Norwich
Waldorf salad – Meeting House Farm, Norwich

Squash Boats – Michelle and Little Tree, White River Junction
DESSERTS

Apple Crisp – Mount Ararat Pond Sight, Springfield

Grape Pie – Thorny Hills Farm, West Windsor

Apple Pie – Side Track Farm, Hartland 

Bufala di Vermont Yogurt – Vermont Water Buffalo, Inc

Decorations

Pumpkins and Gourds – Thorny Hills Farm, West Windsor


Special thanks to the Clay Hill Collective for food preparation


SUMMARY OF EVENT 

High level of supervisor involvement

Special Thanks to Sue Greenall for the local foods cookbook focus and menu planning  

Attendance: 30 people

Representation: VT Legislators and candidates, farmers, businesses, community members, church members, partners, NRCS officials both regional and state levels present, Clay Hill Collective, FSA, board and spouses.

Event financials:  total profit after expenses $685.  

Food was donated by local farms will only a few supplies purchased as needed

Conservation practices: Used church plates, napkins, silverware, dishwasher, etc

FINANCIALS:  Income $824 minus expenses $138.59 = $685.41

INCOME total = $824

 
Attendees: $435    
(12 x $35 admission = $420 + 1 x $15 = $15)

  
Auction $389

  
Sponsors:   zero

  EXPENSES total = $138.59

   
Hall Rental $50

             After event thank you to cooks = $62

  
 Supplies $11.59 farmers market petty cash

              
   $15      Moore’s Orchard

         NOT recorded in this event:   Security Deposit returned $100  

  
 


    Office supplies – picture frames $36                          

VOLUNTEER HOURS 158 hours

Value of Donations: $1566




($947 local farms donated food +

                                 $619 value of donated auction items) 

Value of Services: $270 (Hall rental $100 more + sign board usage $90 + Kitchen helper $80)
List of Local Farms donated produce and food items  
*NEW Partners

Black Watch Farm, Weathersfield
Clay Hill Collective, Hartland

Clay Hill Corners, Hartland






Clay Hill Farm, Hartland (NEW)

Cloudland Farm, Pomfret 

Cobb Hill Farm, Hartland

Dream Come True Farm Hartland 






Fable Farm, Barnard (NEW)

Jericho Hill Farm, Harford

Killdeer Farm, Norwich
Meeting House Farm, Norwich






Michelle and Little Tree, White River Junction (NEW)
Moore’s Orchard, Pomfret 






Mount Ararat Pond Site, Springfield (NEW)






North Star Bakery, Hartland (NEW)






Rocky Ridge Farm, Hartland






Side Track Farm, Hartland 






Sugarbush Farm, Pomfret (NEW)






Sylvia Harris, Newfane (NEW)





Thistle Hill Farm, Pomfret   (NEW)






Thorny Hills Farm, West Windsor





Vermont Water Buffalo, Inc

Silent Auction items and Value 





Silent Auction

Items



Farm or farmer
 Value




1. Llama walk


Dream Come True, Hartland

$50




3. Llama jewelry

Linda Schneider


$75                                              

5. ½ gallon Maple Syrup

Elm Grove CSA
, Woodstock    (NEW)   
$25









Mike Doten

 

7. Pottery Pot


Pentland Pottery, Hartland        (NEW)  
$65









Jeff Pentland

9. Massage w/Foot Mobilization    Massage & Movement, WRJ  
(NEW)
$95



11. ^Massage


Little Tree

             
$75

13. ^Compost 1 cubic yard
Jay Van Arman



$45








Meeting House Farm, Norwich

15. ^Basket of Cider jelly

Hallie Whitcomb

$20



Cider syrup, Currant jam 
Mount Ararat Pond Site, Springfield





17. ^Basket of jams and jellies
Rocky Ridge Farm, Hartland

$30







Sharon Blake

19. Buffala di Vermont Yogurt


One case

Vermont Water Buffalo, Inc.

$24






South Woodstock

21.Art object, hand carved marble of Native American design   (NEW)

                                           
Artist Carleen Carlson


$50





23. Canoe & Kayak rental 
Wilderness Trails, Quechee    (NEW)
$50

 





Marty Banak

25. Local Foods Cookbook


Recipes sneak peak
Sue Greenall



$15
PARTNERS in attendance

DEC

FSA

Hand in Hand (NEW)

Legislators and candidates

NRCS

Sustainable Woodstock (NEW)

Universalist Church Members (NEW)

2. COMMUNITY DISCUSSION GROUP MEETINGS

Discussion Group meetings have both agricultural and landowner topics for the community. Meetings are usually held once per quarter at different locations. Topics of interest are suggested by the attendees and the district. It is an opportunity to learn new information, share concerns and brainstorm new ideas.  This is an ongoing program at this District.

2008-2009’s key focus has been the Ottauquechee Black River Basin Plan. Local community groups have requested presentations and the district’s focus of local foods has blended nicely with these community programs. A table of local food is highlighted at each meeting with a “Buy Local” sign and a quick mention in the presentation and thank you to local farms who donated. 

Community Discussion Group TOPICS 2008-2009
WINTER and SUMMER


Monthly  Ottauquechee Black River Basin Plan  - Watershed Council meetings  with local foods (see section on Basin Plan)
SPRING
 May 3, 2009  Backyard Wildlife Habitat at Hartland Garden Club






Hartland Library, Hartland VT 


                           Speaker: Linda Schneider, ONRCD District Manager

Announce Ottauquechee Black River Basin Plan process

Attendance: 15 gardeners from Hartland and the area
Event financials:  speaker donation $100 to ONRCD 



expenses = $3.60 conservation trees as door prizes

Presentations by: Linda K. Schneider, ONRCD

Sponsor: Hartland Garden Club

Partners: Hartford Garden Club, ONRCD, and 

               National Wildlife Federation supplied power point and handouts 
Announce: Ottauquechee Black River Basin Plan process


May 7, 2008 Backyard Wildlife Habitat 
CANCELLED





for Quechee Lakes Landowners Association 




         Speaker: Linda Schneider  

3. BASIN PLANNING PROJECT

Ottauquechee Black River Basin Plan 

Watershed Council Meetings with local foods by ONRCD

Steering Committee Meetings 

ONRCD is one partner in this process

Basin Planning Progress Report


March 2009

Basin 10 – Ottauquechee & Black Rivers

Marie Levesque Caduto – Watershed Coordinator

Status of Basin plan development


VT Dept of Environmental Conservation

· Planning began April 2008

· Monthly meetings held  Covering:


Uses and Values of Surface Waters


Fisheries


Dams


Roads


Buffers


Agriculture


Town Planning and Zoning


Wildlife and Travel Corridors


Floods and Flood Hazards



· Upcoming topics include:


Recreation


Lakes and Ponds


Water Quality Conditions


Invasive Species
Projects Initiated with Local Partners

	Waterway
	Water Quality Concern
	Current Actions

	Black River
	Litter, pollutants
	Black River RiverSweep Clean-Up day organized by BRAT in cooperation with the CT River Watershed Council (C, annually)

	Black River
	Japanese knotweed
	Outreach and control brochure and workshop

Community nursery begun for buffer plants with ONRCD, BRAT, SWCRPC and Luzenac America

	Black River
	Pollutants
	Initiating school-based WQ monitoring program by BRAT.

	Black River
	Buffer damage
	Buffer planting by BRAT & Town of Springfield

	Black River
	Erosion, habitat
	Stream Geomorphic Assessment (SGA) Phase 1, 2 and Corridor Plan

	Black River
	Buffer damage
	Buffer planting by State Office ANR employees

	Black River
	
	RiverFest event produced by BRAT

	
	
	

	Lake Rescue

(Round Pond)
	Sedimentation
	Water quality monitoring to determine sources of sediment entering the lake

	Lake Rescue (Round Pond)
	Sedimentation
	Stream Geomorphic Assessment (SGA) Phase 1, 2 and Corridor Plan

	Lake Rescue (Round Pond)
	Sedimentation
	With Lake Rescue Assoc., Lakes & Ponds Div., & Better Backroads Program to identify sources of sediment and address road erosion issues.

	
	
	

	Monument Run (Black River trib)
	Bank erosion
	Buffer planting by BRAT.


Project Funding

	
	
	

	Ottauquechee River (Fulling Brook)
	Erosion of public trail entering stream
	Working with ONRCD and landowners to repair gully and fix road runoff causing problem.

	Ottauquechee River
	Litter, pollutants
	River clean-up organized by Ottauquechee River Group & Trout Unlimited

	Ottauquechee River
	Erosion, habitat
	Bridge and Culvert inventory by TRORC

	
	
	

	Basin-wide
	Forest Mgmt Practices
	Educational workshop on forests and WQ for landowners.

	Basin-wide
	Development pressures on WQ
	Low Impact Development brochure by SWCRPC


	PARTNERS:
	

	
	

	BRAT
	Black River Action Team

	LRA
	Lake Rescue Association

	ONRCD
	Ottauquechee Natural Resources Conservation District

	SWCRPC
	Southern Windsor County Regional Planning Commission

	TRORC
	Two Rivers-Ottauquechee Regional Commission

	VYCC
	Vermont Youth Conservation Corps


4. 2008-2009 WORKSHOPS 
A. Three Manure Management Workshops 

 NERC & sponsored by ONRCD Oct & Nov 2008  

  Partner with NERC  Northeast Recycling Council (and SW/WCSWMD) 

1. GMHA Oct 3 Friday 3pm   15 people attended; all horse owners. Deb Donahue did the introduction to ONRCD and the program. Athena did one and half hour of manure management information and Sylvia did half hour of AAP’s

2. EVERGREEN EQUINE CENTER, West Windsor Nov 8 2pm (Heather Hoyes)    Great turnout:  25 people, all horse owners  Sue Greenall introduced ONRCD and the program.

Heather went directly to her clients and invited them as well as announcing at the Hartland Riding Club meeting.  Athena did a very good job and Sylvia was there to answer questions.  Many were surprised at some of the information, like newspaper composts well.  Ink concerns.  Heather added a lot of horse technical questions on parasites, etc.  I would bet that many were interested in the compost bin project and that we are going to need to sort through those to find the right situation.  Main concern is ability to spread the compost, having enough land and someone to spread it.  Heather is very, very interested and would be a super person to promote manure composting.  

Sylvia and I also discussed a rotational grazing workshop as not enough people do that.  10 paddocks and 1-3 days per paddock simply does not work for most horse people.  But, a modified program would be better than nothing.  Also left soil test kits with Sylvia to hand out.  Next time let’s do some local food for the munchies!


3. BILLINGS FARM AND MUSEUM Nov 13th 6:30pm 

Linda Schneider introduces ONRCD and the program, partners. 

Attendance: 10   Breakdown: 2 horse owners, 2 llama owners, 2 chicken owners, 2 cow – one dairy and one beef, 2 museum staff

Linda did the introductions and baked local food for this event. Rainy November night may have kept people away. Advertising and word of mouth – Q: How did you hear about this workshop? A: Agriview-1 VT Standard-2, board member-2 and staff member-6

Most attending took soil test kits home with them as well as the information pack and CD. 

Summary comment: The workshop locations that were directly attached to horse venues were the best attended for many reasons. Directly invited through those organizations and people were anxious to visit the NEW Vet Center.

Total attendance of all three workshops: 50 

  
Breakdown: 42 horse owners – 8 livestock owners 

Volunteer Hours: 9 total 

Breakdown: Deb Donahue  
3 hours

Sue Greenall   

3 hours


        Linda Schneider 
3 hours

Sylvia Harris     
staff hours

B. “Japanese Knotweed Control” Workshop

With local  food snacks

                 [image: image1.jpg]



Demonstration by Jeffrey Taylor, General Manager Vegetation Control Service, Inc.

 Most of the organizational work went into fiscal year2007-08, however event took place in fiscal year 2008-09. 



                  Japanese Knotweed Control Workshop

For landowners

North Springfield Lake

August 23, 2008 10am to 1pm

MAJOR EVENT – Knotweed Control Workshop Aug 23 Highly successful, still getting calls! From people who want the information but could not attend the workshop and partners that want brochures, our photo exhibit and help with their workshops. (Montshire Museum 10-11-08 & White River NRCD 5-09) 

Watch for us on PBS especially in Springfield and Woodstock area! PBS Filmed the entire 3 hour workshop.

Attendance: 50 landowners and partners

Presenters: 
Linda Schneider, ONRCD District Manager



Kelly Stettner, Director of BRAT



Jeffrey Taylor, General Manager Vegetation Control Service, Inc.



Marie Levesque Caduto, VT DEC Watershed Coordinator



Gary Pelton, Wildlife Biologist USACE

Attendance: 50 landowners and partners

Representation: landowners, community groups, landscapers

Cost:  free and open to the public

Presentation: Psychology of living with invasive species



Recognize and remove



Control Options – natural and chemical



Demonstration sites – 3 options of application



Native alternative plants to replant

Sponsors:     Chippers, Inc. and H.B. Plumbing and Heating (NEW)

                    VT DEC Watershed Protection Assistance Grant

Partners:  
Black River Action Team



Chester Conservation Committee
(NEW)



Ottauquechee Natural Resources Conservation District 



Southern Windsor County Regional Planning Commission



The Vermont Nature Conservancy



US Army Corps of Engineers (NEW)



Vegetation Control Services, Inc.



Vermont Department of Environmental Conservation



Vermont Dept of Forests, Parks and Recreation

Local food contributors: 


         Dream Come True Farm of Hartland 
       – lemon balm iced tea & tomatoes

         Grandma Miller's of Londonderry (NEW)  – muffins

         Lone Pine Farm of Hartland(NEW)
           - blueberries

         North Fork Bagels of Ludlow (NEW)
– bagels & cream cheese

         Springfield Food Co-Op (NEW)

- cheese & crackers

Value of Donations: $78 (does not include the PBS filming) 

Volunteer hours: 72 total 
C. Agricultural Plastic Recycling Workgroup and NEWMOA Workshop

Currently, hay bales are wrapped in a low grade plastic. Farmers get rid of it by: 1. Taking to the landfill 2. Burning on the farm 3. Burying on the farm 4. Collecting and selling to China where it is burned for fuel and comes back to California/USA in the form of bad air quality.  None of these options are in the best interest of our environment. 

History: ONRCD has been instrumental in organizing a Vermont workgroup which is spearheading a state wide project to recycle agricultural plastic from the round hay bales. This workgroup was four partners strong: ONRCD, Vermont Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets Division, DSM Environmental Services. Our leader, Carolyn Grodinsky, Vermont Waste Management Division was let go in the spring Vermont State Employee layoffs. 

Our goal is to close the loop, closer to home by building a recycling plant in the state of Vermont to recycle this plastic and make products. In other countries this type of recycled plastic is currently being made into agricultural boards, sheet plastic for pig stalls, fence posts, railroad ties, outdoor furniture and more. Summer of 2008, a Tuck School intern did a product market study for this workgroup and the state of  Vermont, to see if recycled boards would be feasible as a product in Vermont. The outcome was determined that this market is saturated and other products need to be researched for this state.


VT Ag Plastic Recycling Workgroup Members are: 


Anne MacMillan
, Vermont Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets 



Natalie Starr, DSM Environmental Services        


Carolyn Grodinsky, Waste Prevention Coordinator of Vermont Waste Management Division





Linda Schneider, Ottauquechee Natural Resources Conservation District Manager


This workgroup conducted periodic conference calls to stay informed about this topic and to help NEWMOA who held the grant for the workshop. VT Ag Plastic Recycling Workgroup helped to organize, sponsor and conduct outreach for this state wide workshop to the Vermont recycling community and stakeholders. 


Vermont Ag Plastics Management & Recycling Workshop

Thursday, April 16, 2009

Vermont Technical College Farmhouse

Randolph Center, VT

	10 – 10:10am
	Welcome 

Adam Wienert – Northeast Waste Management Officials’ Association


	10:10 – 10:30am
	History of Agriculture Plastics Recycling in Vermont 

Natalie Starr – DSM Environmental Services



	10:30 – 11:30am
	Markets Update 

Moderator, Carolyn Grodinsky, Waste Prevention Coordinator – Vermont Agency of Natural Resources

· Results of a marketing plan for a Vermont-based, plastic lumber manufacturer using agricultural film for feedstock – Anne MacMillan, Agency of Agriculture

· Current status of New England and national markets – Lois Levitan, Cornell University Recycling Ag Plastics Project (RAPP) Program Leader



	11:30 – 12:15pm
	Best Management Practices

Lois Levitan

· Guidelines for proper handling of agriculture and horticultural plastics to prepare for recycling
· Quality Control, Compaction, and Transportation: What infrastructure and equipment are needed, and why



	12:15 – 1pm
	Lunch

Lunch will be provided to those who registered by April 9th


	1 – 1:45pm
	Promoting Product Stewardship for Film Plastics

Jen Holliday, VTPSC Coordinator & Environmental and Safety Compliance Manager – Chittenden Solid Waste District

· How can Vermont and the Vermont Product Stewardship Council (VPSC) encourage a greater manufacturer role?  

· What is the role of framework legislation for agriculture films? 



	1:45 – 2:30pm
	Updates from Workshop Participants - Roundtable



	2:30 – 3pm
	Next Steps
· Market Development:  Lessons Learned in NY - What Can We Apply in VT?
· What role can other organizations play in Vermont ag plastics recycling moving forward?



April 16, 2009 Agricultural Plastic Recycling and Management Workshop at VTC Randolph NEWMOA
Attendance: 30 people, good cross section of the Vermont recycling community

Presentation: Lois Levitan, Cornell University Topic: New market information 

Sponsors:   NEWMOA, VT Ag Plastic Workgroup, VT Small Business Development Center and ONRCD 

Next steps: 1. Conference call to discuss next steps – get solid waste districts working with conservation districts


      2. Research funding sources for a statewide initiative


  NRCS - Conservation Innovation Grant available for 2010 for this type of project - who to write?

NOTE:  Two things have changed since the start of this project. The stock market crash has affected end- markets to sell materials to recycle. During the state of Vermont budget cuts, Carolyn Grodinsky,
Waste Prevention Coordinator position was eliminated. Carolyn was a leader for this work group. 

This project has stalled.

D. Horse Manure and Compost Bin Workshop


April 25, 2009      Horse manure and compost bin workshop


Evergreen Equine of Vermont Vet Center, West Windsor VT



Attendance – 9 participants paid $25 = $225 



Sue Greenall and Clay Hill Corners did local food snacks 



Sold 4 cookbooks income $40 


Three southern districts shared a grant through Clean and Clear Capital Fund to organize one workshop and build eight compost bins per conservation district. ONRCD’s workshop was set up to encourage eight horse owners to build compost bins for horse manure composting. The end result will affect water quality by keeping some of the manure run-off out of streams and rivers.. ONRCD has a large percentage of horse owners in the district.  Green Mountain Horse Association (GMHA) is located in this district as well.


Attendance = 9 horse owners, one ONRCD supervisor, one vet, 4 demonstrators




Presentation by: Sylvia Harris, Agricultural Resources Specialist



  Jill Delaney for pellets that compost quicker than shavings

                          Josh Nelson for larger operations with air circulation for compost

   

Linda Schneider, ONRCD District Manager

Local food provided by Sue Greenall, ONRCD supervisor




Switchel, ramp pesto, lavender cookies and grape pie.  



Clay Hill Corners made the quiches.                 
        

Handouts, Local Food Cookbooks and DVD on Animal Mortality Composting available
Summary of evaluations to master gardener program


Volunteer hours for workshop and building demo bin


Supervisor hours Larry Kasden and Sue Greenall – 25 hours



Larry -Built demo bin, attended workshop, ran down materials  10



Sue Greenall – Food prep and delivery 10

                                                Post hole digger 5
            Community members -Sylvia and Andy built demo bin -16 hours





- John Greenall and  post hole digger operator – 5 hours





- Two demonstrators Jill Delany (pellets) and large air unit  – 4 hrs


Staff volunteer hours  -Sylvia Harris – 48 hours 





Linda Schneider – 6 hours


Total
104 hours

Volunteer services – Post hole digger  value = $300




Facility rental

= $150





Total                   $450

Volunteer goods: local foods $20

NEW PARTNERS:

Evergreen Equine Vet Center (NEW)

Delaney Stables (NEW)

Josh Nelson (NEW)


  HORSE MANURE COMPOST BINS BUILT
Demo bin stays on location at Evergreen Equine of Vermont and seven more bins to be constructed over the next two months. 


District Manager has General contractor responsibilities: Qualify seven other recipients, order & delivery of materials, help them find a carpenter if necessary, make sure they get built properly and get a photo of each bin.

Sylvia Harris, ARS visits each horse owner to site the locations of each compost bin, making sure that a pad is used if necessary for soil and leaching issues and placement of the bin for water quality purposes. Sylvia can also address other farm issues during her time on the farms.

EIGHT HORSE COMPOST BINS BUILT         




One in Brownsville, Springfield, Athens, Taftsville


Two in West Windsor, Hartland 

Gathering information

1. Horse owners completed survey about their locations to help qualify for compost bins

2. Suppliers were called for pricing 

3. Wooden bins and specs were decided upon

4. Researched more horse owners from DM and supervisors

5. Master Gardener program was contacted

6. Summary of evaluation forms to Master Gardener program delivered

Decisions made 

Going with wooden bins to simplify the building process, extra strength for horse manure with galvanized lags and pressure treated posts and hemlock or rough cut wood when possible

Workshop – 3 credits for Master Gardeners


Local foods served by ONRCD


ONRCD chose the Evergreen Equine Vet Center for the workshop location so offer ongoing educational information to horse owners via handouts, business cards and websites.
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4. EDUCATIONAL OUTREACH ARTICLES 2008-09
Monthly Articles in local newspapers (4 weekly and 2 daily), covering 
the geographical area of the ONRCD District on conservation topics.


Author is Linda K. Schneider *Unless noted otherwise        *** special attention

2008

  
July:  Eagle Times – Knotweed Workshop with pictures 

     Aug: none

         Sept:  Food Scraps – Simon Pearce


        Quechee Times Fall Issue by Anne Clements*

         October: Annual Meeting article -  VT Standard -Oct 2



 Manure Management Workshops – Agriview Oct 31



 Letter to Editor Thank you Annual Meeting VT Standard and Valley News 


November: none - time is spent writing grants   


December:  none - Holidays


(NOFA Farm to School Program Letters to School children 

                   Dec, Jan, March, May from my fiber farm)                                                                                  

2009

   January:  none

   February: February: National Bird Feeding Month 



Birds at the Feeder Poem by Alice Jersey*

   March:  Horse Manure Compost Bin press release


         Letter to the Editor – Watershed Coordinator Positions lost to Budget Cuts

   April: How to Create a Local Foods Lunch

       Vital Communities Website co-wrote with Debbie Diegoli*
   May: Food Scrap Project – Quechee Club and Rocky Ridge Farm  


     Quechee Times Summer Issue by Anne Clements*

   June: Plantings Will Stabilize Ottauquechee River’s Banks in Woodstock 

     

VT Standard –June 11   Written by Todd Menees* with photos


       
About Billings Farm Buffer Planting Project with 6 partner organizations

Articles are offered to the following local newspapers: Windsor Area Observer, Vermont Standard, Mountain Times, Eagle Times, CT River Spectator, and The Message of the Week. Event articles are also offered to Valley News and Agriview.  Vital Communities post appropriate articles on their website and puts them into Tidbits; an email newsletter. All articles are posted on the District website, emailed to partners and in a notebook in the District office for viewing. Articles are also made available to other Vermont Conservation Districts if they wish to use them in newsletters.

5. PROGRAMS REQUESTED BY PARTNERS & COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS
INVASIVE SPECIES 

   1. PHOTO DISPLAY PROGRAM

 On display at White River Junction USDA Service Center Conference Room

Photos go out upon request to special functions and this display can be shared with Vermont Conservation Districts around our state and nature centers. (This year Montshire Museum has requested to use this display at one of their events.)

   2. Invasive species workshops

 Teach the trainer and for road crews workshops done by TNC Vermont Nature Conservancy and Montshire Museum. We declined partnering because of funding, but supplied some brochures and did some outreach to get attendees; state VTRANS and town road crews to participate.  

One of our supervisors, Little Tree took the WOW training class with TNC and can now be a presenter.

3. Identified Cow Parsnip, wild parsnip and wild chervil

 Two locations had positive identification by NRCS. Informed the landowners and towns and made suggestions for prevention, control and removal.

 4. Hartland Garden Club requested Backyard Wildlife Habitat Program

 5. Quechee Lakes Landowners Association requested the same but cancelled.

 6. Snow dump in Woodstock is close to the river, discussed some ideas and  
alternatives with town manager

6. NEW PROJECTS STARTED DURING THIS FISCAL YEAR


A. Two Buffer Plantings
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        1. Buffer planting along the banks of the Ottauquechee River
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             Billings Farm Buffer Plantings





 Ottauquechee River Banks, Woodstock VT 





       May 25 and June 5, 2009 
9am to 3

“Pulling a project of this magnitude together is not an easy task.  Coordinating all the partners and volunteers, making sure the trees and willows stakes are all on site, making sure the volunteers are trained and safe and well watered, it takes a lot of work before and during the planting event.  The partners really pulled together.  This is the first major buffer project to come out of the Basin Planning effort that is going on for the Ottauquechee River and it is a great project.  I hope the idea of planting tress along the banks will spread up and down the river.  It will help keep the river clean by preventing more erosion and it will be a huge benefit to the fish habitat, the wildlife along the river.” 

Marie Levesque Caduto, Watershed Coordinator, Vermont Dept. of Environmental Conservation

"On behalf of the Woodstock Foundation and the Billings Farm, we are grateful to the Ottauquechee Natural Resources Conservation District and its partners for their help in stabilizing the bank of the river, and we especially want to thank Trout Unlimited for identifying and proposing this project.  Care for the river is part of the long legacy of stewardship of this watershed that extends back to our founders, Laurance and Mary Rockefeller and to the Billings and Marsh families before them."   David Donath, President, Woodstock Foundation

"The coordination of this project by the various organizations involved was impressive, but I would characterize the team work of the folks doing the planting, as extraordinary.  It was truly a pleasure to work side by side with such upbeat and determined neighbors, knowing that our efforts will have a positive impact for a very long time.”  Darlyne Franzen, Vice President, Billings Farm & Museum

Landowner: The Woodstock Foundation 

Farmer: Billings Farm and Museum                   
Attendance: 24 volunteers May 25, 2009


          10 volunteers June 5, 2009

Program budget: $2500
Two phase project: 1. Erosion control and bank stabilization on 800 linear feet of the Ottauquechee River bank

2. Top of bank planting for bank stabilization and wildlife habitat of 18 feet wide by 800 linear feet to minimize risk of flood damage and property loss over the long term.
Project derived from: Ottauquechee - Black River Basin Plan

Suggested by Trout Unlimited member: Marty Banak

Partners: 
Billings Farm and Museum                       

                          Trout Unlimited White River Watershed Chapter 226



The Woodstock Foundation - property owner









Ottauquechee Natural Resources Conservation District




Ottauquechee River Group


USDA Forest Service












Vermont Department of Environmental Conservation

Two articles were written by Todd Menees of Ottauquechee River Group for local newspapers, first was about this project and the second explained bank stabilization

Volunteer hours total = 205 hours  


2. Marion Cross School – Buffer planting with 5th graders

         LEEP bought willow stakes from ONRCD Norwich Nursery for planting along brook in Norwich, 


each student planted 10 stakes. 


450 stakes = $450 income 

           Volunteer hours 35 school children x 3 hrs = 105 hours

    Also ONRCD acted as an information resource, steering the teacher of LEEP towards their VT DEC watershed coordinator for an outdoor event on the banks of the Connecticut River. 

B. Two Nursery Projects


1. Planting on May 9th at Southern Luzenac Ludlow Nursery


265 trees and shrubs planted with 18 volunteers


Volunteer hours =  61 hours           

Volunteer partners from Change the World Kids, Black River Action Team, Ottauquechee River Group, Rio-tinto and Vermont Department of Environmental Conservation were instrumental enlarging our tree farm in Ludlow.  The Ludlow nursery site now has over 300 young saplings of various species ready to be used in future projects. 


2. Harvesting at Northern Norwich Nursery

This nursery has been in the planning stages for ten full years. This is the FIRST YEAR we have successfully harvested and sold stakes from this nursery for our two buffer plantings. All the work of cutting, trimming and storing these willow stakes in cold storage was done on a volunteer basis by the landowner, Jonathan Frishtick and a few friends. It is an on-going learning process, below is what we learned. 

Norwich Nursery Project - What we learned and worked and what didn’t

1. Cutting time Feb to April

    Planting time May and early June

    How do we get numbers ahead of time?

2. Cold storage

    Can be stored at 38 degrees for long periods to prevent budding out

    Do we have other options for cold storage like walk in coolers? 


Ideas: 
Dan & Whits

     

Hartland Flower Farm Talked to them at Peony Festival June 28, agreed if the timing works out. The coolers are turned on in May for Tulips and not full.

3. Customers want NATIVE plants. 


We had to convince them that these varieties would work.


Can we start some native willows? Ask Kevin

4. Labor was all volunteers


Track volunteer hours

5. How did pick ups go? Two this year: Trout Unlimited and Marion Cross School


Smoothly

6. Marion Cross School  (NEW partner)

LEEP – Yearly event could be a good sale for us each year at a time when we really need cash flow

ON-GOING PROJECTS

 Food Scrap Reduction Project 

GOALS:  To treat food scraps as a resource, not a waste.  Food scraps can be a valuable source of nutrition for animals as feed and the soil as compost. Diverting food scraps from the landfill conserves landfill space and reduces green house gas emissions
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Fine dining happens daily at the Rocky Ridge Chicken Farm. These chickens eat food scraps from area restaurants and food purveyors.


FOOD SCRAPS STAYING OUT OF LANDFILLS  TOTAL SINCE PROGRAM BEGAN = 81 tons 

(May 2008 thru Oct 2009)

BRIEF HISTORY OF PROJECT:  April 1, 2008 Vermont Organic Recycling Summit at Vermont Technical College in Randolph Vermont afternoon workgroups were organized by geographic area to discuss their issues and needs. This project is a direct result of that summit workgroup.

Our funding efforts failed for this project this year, however our pilot project continued to grow on its own merit. All ONRCD was able to accomplish was some tracking. Not currently using any pig farmers for this project because of new state regulations.

 (Wrote grant for $2500 to New England Grassroots Association, did not receive grant.)  



  CURRENTLY FOR 2009 SUMMER 

One chicken farm picking up from multiple restaurants and food purveyors. 

                        7 TONS per month kept out of the landfills


3500 Lbs per week x 4 weeks = 14000 lbs a month divided by 2000 lbs = 7 tons



7 tons per month x 4 months = 28 tons  (July – Oct 2009)

	Have you picked up a Quechee Times? Article about the Quechee Club and food scraps!

Just a quick update. This small project is still on-going. The grant we wrote to support it, was not funded. However, one chicken farm continues to pick up food scraps on a daily basis and the number keeps growing. Currently, ONRCD is not encouraging any pig farmers to pick up restaurant scraps.  This summer Upper Valley Produce contacted the farmer, this adds greatly to the amounts. 


  FOOD SCRAPS STAYING OUT OF LANDFILLS
          SUMMER VOLUME = 11.2 tons per month

Since early June the volume has gone up. 
  Rocky Ridge Farm is now picking up 800 lbs per day from the three restaurants.
   (Simon Pearce, Big Fatties, Quechee Club)

2000 lbs = 1 ton

800lbs per day x 7 days divided by 2000lbs = 2.8 tons per week
       x 4 weeks = 11.2 tons per month   
       x 5 months = 56 tons

June 1, 2009 THROUGH October 31, 2009 = 56 tons

Linda Schneider
ONRCD District Manager


TWO PROJECTS:


1. Small scale project 


    Food scraps from local restaurants to farms as animal feed for pigs, chickens, sheep and goats

2. Community project 


    To reduce food scraps on a larger scale by making it into compost at a facility (ON HOLD FOR VT REGS)
PARTNERS:  Greater Upper Valley Solid Waste Management District (GUVSWMD)



Southern Windsor/Windham County Solid Waste Management District (SW/WCSWMD)

       

Farms, restaurants and food service industry members as they join the program



Upper Valley Think Tank business attendees: Dartmouth College, DHMC Hospital, King Arthur Flour, Hogwash Farm, Simon Pearce Restaurant, Vermont Compost, SW/WCSWMD, Hanover Food Co-op, GUVSWMD, ONRCD, Norwich Farmer’s Market, Highfields Institute as technical advisor

             



SMALL SCALE PROJECT 


Food scraps from local restaurants to farms as animal feed for pigs, chickens, sheep and goats
ADVANTAGES FOR FARMER                          ADVANTAGES FOR RESTAURANT 

    Lower grain bills





Lower dump fees

    High quality food source of nutrition for livestock
Fewer flies at dumpsters

7. PROGRAMS FROM OTHER GRANT SOURCES


A. Japanese Knotweed Control Workshop Project (VT DEC grant $2000 to ONRCD)



VT DEC Watershed Protection Assistance Grant was held at SWCRPC for a total of $5000, of which ONRCD will organize a workshop on Aug 23, 2008 for $2000. The money came to the District during two fiscal years as the organizing of the workshop took place from Jan-August 2008. The event took place in August 2008. BRAT organized test plots for different control methods, writing a brochure, organized local foods for the event day. SWCRPC printed the brochure and managed the grant money. USACE had the event on site and offered a speaker. Vegetation Control Services and VT DEC demonstrated chemical control options. 

ONRCD coordinated the workshop event. 


B. Native Plant Nursery in Ludlow – Southern part of District


This project evolved out of the Japanese Knotweed Control Project and the same grant. 

Partners:  Luzenac Talc Mine, VT DEC, BRAT, SWCRPC and ONRCD. This project was initiated by BRAT and Luzenac Talc Mine. In 2008, the first planting took place with 88 native trees and shrubs and eight volunteers from partner organizations. May 2009 the second planting of 265 trees and shrubs took place with the partner volunteers.

Goal: To plant and maintain native plants for District projects and local landowner projects such as: buffer projects, Japanese Knotweed replacement plants, and rain gardens 

Purchase local replacement stock – annual expense $300 for delivery of 300 trees/shrubs 


C. Native Tree Nursery in Norwich – Northern part of District


This project was initiated by the ONRCD Board of Supervisors and Jonathan Frishtick, Norwich landowner as a fundraising project for ONRCD. 

Species for sale:  Stream-co Willow, Button Bush and Red Osier Dogwood for buffer planting projects. 

The sale of these stems will benefit the ONRCD program fund. 

This year is the first year that this nursery successfully cut and sold stems for ONRCD projects. It supplied 1100 willow stems for the Billings Farm Buffer planting and 450 stems for the Marion Cross School planting with LEEP. 


D. ARS/BP- Agricultural Resource Specialist/Basin Planner * see work plan for job description



 - Sales of ANIMAL MORTALITY COMPOSTING DVD

Ottauquechee District Assistance for 2008-09
· Attended 1 Farm Service Agency Board Meeting - Presented Info on Basin Planning

· Attended 5 Natural Resources Conservation District Board Meetings

· Attended 5 Watershed Council Meeting 

· Attended 2 Basin Planning Coordination Meetings

· Attended 1 Ag Plastic Recycling Workshop

· Attended 1 Pasture Walk  Sponsored by NOFA

· Attended 2 On-Farm Workshops Sponsored by UVM Ext 

· Conducted 5 Farm*A*Syst Visits

· Collected Farm*A*Syst Water Samples for 9 Farms

· Collected GPS Information on 7 Farm Wells   

· Conducted 11 AAP Farm Visits 

· Conducted 1 Horse Manure Composting and Bin Design Workshop

· Participated in 1 Buffer Planting Project

· Participated in 3 Manure Management Workshops

· Processed 5 Information Requests from Agricultural Community and General Public

· BP Ag Section Data & Report

E. LTP – LAND TREATMENT PLANNERS


- Farm Assessments and Nutrient Management Plans for farmers in Districts

Ottauquechee NRCD

Land Treatment Plans completed:  1 (50 ac.)

Land Treatment Plans in-progress:  1 (37.5 ac.)

Nutrient Management Plans completed:  1 (157.1 ac.)

Nutrient Management Plans in-progress:  1 (22.8 ac.)

Conservation Practices implemented:  2

F.   SVNMP - NUTRIENT MANAGEMENT GRANT

 Nutrient Management assessments & plans with six southern VT District Farmers

G. VACD-ENVIROTHON   MAY 2009
     -     Phone calls to every high school in our District to request teams

· Presentation to Hartford Voc Tech High School for Junior and Senior classes,  chose not to participate this year

· ONRCD Donated $100 to this event

8. PROJECTS THAT ARE PENDING FUNDING


Basin 10 planning and implementation projects 


Agricultural Plastic Recycling

 
Educational Scholarship program


Amnesty day to farmers - Tire recycling


Sustainable Agriculture project, animals to low income families


Skidder Bridge

9. WEB SITE http://vacd.org/onrcd
GREAT IMPROVEMENT THIS YEAR ON OUR WEBSITE! Our District website promotes and publicizes District programs and shares conservation information. Keeping this website current is a constant priority for the District.  Sue Greenall, Associate Supervisor has taken on the task of revamping and upkeep on our Web site. It is now a conservation information site with our events & articles posted.  Sue worked on the calendar and adding partner events as a great resource.

Other Web sites used: Valley Net and Vital Communities post appropriate event announcements and articles on their websites. Woodstock Ag Forum and Vital Communities Tidbits; an email newsletter will carry any events or articles that are important to our local farmers.  VT DEC has the Ottauquechee Black River Basin Plan project and progress on their website and it links to ours.
10. Vermont Farm Show     January 27-29, 2009    

ONRCD staff and supervisors volunteered to have a presence at the Vermont Farm show, Linda Schneider, District Manager and Deb Donahue manned the booth for 4 hours.  Little Tree was planning to go up, but the snow storm prevented his trip. I used the VACD brochure again this year as a very helpful tool. Sylvia Harris, ARS was instrumental in producing this handout - a single page VACD brochure with map that explains the 14 Conservation District and their boundaries. It was a very effective tool to help people know which Conservation District they reside in. 

Process:  Bringing them out in conversation went like this:

1.  “Have you ever called your local conservation district with a question?” or “Do you know which conservation district you live in?” or “Do you have any livestock or animals?” 

 2. Some reasons to call would be: questions about soil or water testing, livestock questions, wildlife or forestry questions.

3. Show them the map and let them take a brochure home. 

11. EDUCATIONAL SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM   

This program offers scholarships to farmers and community members to attend workshops and conferences to help expand their knowledge. This program is in its infancy as we develop and organize this program and find funding for its expansion.  No recipients this year.

12. FUNDRAISING PROGRAMS 2008-2009   

 
 A. One Appeal Letter Campaigns ($11,020)



 November 2008 ($1020) 



 And SunUp Foundation donation of $10,000

 
 B. Items for sale: Tree Flags and Tree Wraps, Revetment supplies($11)

  
 C. Farm Scales Rental Program ($65)

ONRCD owns four hydraulic MD-400 General Electrodynamics Corp Farm Scales to loan to our local district farmers, for a donation to the District. SVNMP took the scales on the road this year to help produce income for the district. 

Good nutrient management requires knowing actual crop yields and amounts of nutrient applied. Weighing a few loads of silage as they come off the field will give a more accurate estimate of the total yield, as well as weighing loads of fertilizer and manure as they are applied. Together they help determine health of fields and management changes needed.      

  
E. Workshops - ($2633)


       1. Horse Manure Compost Bin Workshop $225




a. 9 attendees paid $25 each  


        2. Japanese Knotweed Control Workshop for landowners & Native Tree Nursery Project



    a. Dollars came in from this grant held at SWCRPC  $1408



    b. Attendees 



    C. Two sponsorships for $500 each


F. Annual meeting  ($921)


    ONRCD Annual Meeting was Oct  2008  



suggested $35 donation with 28 attendees as fundraiser $625



 Presentations by Marie Levesque Caduto and Linda Schneider

      

 Annual Meeting with Silent Auction $296 and Local Foods lunch



 Topic: Woodstock Home of Conservation and Ottauquechee- Black River Basin Plan 
 
G. Community Discussion Groups and Programs ($100)


      1.  Backyard Wildlife Habitat at Quechee Garden Club = $100

 
H. SEP or EPA Funds ($0)

                    Wrote grant for Black River Buffer planting $25,000 and Town of Springfield. The SEP Project lost at the last minute, the check was sent to Vermont State General Fund.


I. Grants applied for in 2008-2009 and Dollars received (or not received)

Grantor

Project

Dollars applied for
Dollars received     


VT State

Clean & Clear

Horse Manure

$14,000

$3333.33



Capital Fund

Compost Bins












And One MFO Dairy Compost Bin

Ottauquechee

Basin


$7000


zero

        
 

Health Foundation
Plan






         


Woodstock 

Basin


$7000


$1000

        


Foundation

Plan









New England

Food Scrap

$2500


zero




Grassroots Association   Reduction 

SEP


Black River

$25,000

zero







Buffer 

Watershed grant
Teagle’s Landing 
$5,700


zero
     
     

TOTAL                                             

$61,200                  
 $4333

13. MEETINGS, CONFERENCES, CLASSES, VOLUNTEER ACTIVITIES 2008-2009 


A. MEETINGS
Monthly Board Meetings

ONRCD District Board of Supervisors meet every month on the 2nd Wednesday of each month at the USDA Service Center Conference Room in White River Junction, the public is welcome to attend. 

The ONRCD 5 year Strategic Plan, Goal Grid and Task Lists have been mostly completed in four years with progress on all fronts. Rewriting a new strategic plan has started August 12, 2009 for 18 months because new board members feel it necessary to re-focus, Ken Hafner of George Aiken RC&D facilitator.

District Managers and Employee quarterly meetings were attended by Linda Schneider, District Manager

VACD and NRCC representation by Windham County Representative- Meg Kluger  

                               Larry Kasden started attending these meetings in the spring of 2009.

           VACD Annual meeting in Nov 2008 in Burke was attended by Linda Schneider, Jay Van Arman, Larry Kasden and Little Tree.  This was the best attendance from ONRCD – EVER!
NRCS May 2008 Meeting         

District works cooperatively with NRCS. Bill Forbes is the new regional DC. He attends most of the monthly District meetings. NRCS did a state wide meeting in May 2008 to discuss how to do better outreach for farm bill programs, Linda Schneider attended.

NEWMOA conference calls to plan workshop for April 2009

ONRCD helped to organize a statewide workshop with recycling stakeholders in New England that NEWMOA is organizing with Cornell University presenter to keep us informed of new events with agricultural plastic recycling.

AG Plastic monthly conference calls - Vermont Ag plastic workgroup 


B. CONFERENCES AND CLASSES

Employee Development and Training 

Linda Schneider, the District Manager completed NRCS – Privacy and Security on line training

Drove to Boston to get photo taken for LincPass

Supervisor Development and Training 
ONRCD took on two new supervisors this year. The training has been very minimal.  Used a recruitment guide that Jon Anderson put together at our request but very little training has happened. 

Bill Forbes has done an overview on CREP. 

What topics and methods of training would be productive? What is required of a supervisor.

Ray Ledgerwood was very good at helping supervisors understand their role and importance.


C. Volunteer Activities

· Vermont Farm Show –  staff and supervisors man the booth for 3 hours
· Prepare foods and speeches for events 
· Plant trees in native tree nursery
14. ALPHABETICAL PARTNER LIST             NEW 2008-2009




Apple Butter Inn

Agency of Agriculture



Annie MacMillan in workgroup


Agency of Natural Resources



Big Fatties Restaurant









Billings Farm & Museum
 
Black River Action Team





Black Watch Farm 

Cavendish Game Birds




Change the World Kids

Chester Conservation Commission


Chris Schneider, Builder

Chippers, Inc


Clay Hill Corners






             Clay Hill Collective

Cloudland Farm


Cobb Hill Honey


Connecticut River Conservation District Coalition




Cornell University

CVPS (Electric Company)          

 
Dream Come True Farm 



Delaney Stables 

14. ALPHABETICAL PARTNER LIST             NEW 2008-2009  Con’t


DSM Environmental Service


Eastern Mountain Mortgage Co.



Elm Grove CSA









Evergreen Equine of Vermont Vet Center









Fable Farm

Farm Service Agency







Fletcher Memorial Library Ludlow VT


Grandma Miller’s of Londonderry

Green Mountain Horse Association


George Aiken RC&D.


Greater Upper Valley Solid Waste District

Hand In Hand

Hartford Area Chamber of Commerce


Hartford Conservation Commission

Hartland Conservation Commission




Hartland Garden Club


             


H.B. Plumbing and Heating


Heifer International


High Fields Institute

        
High Mowing Seeds






Hinterland Farm


Jericho Hill Farm






Jersey Girls of Chester

Jonathan Frishtick, landowner of Norwich Nursery


Killdeer Farm, Norwich

King Arthur Flour







Lawes Agricultural Service Inc. 



LEEP


Long Meadow Farm, Hartland

Long Wind Farm






Luzenac Talc Mine - Riotinto
 
Mascoma Savings Bank







Mac’s Woodstock Market 


MacLennan Farm, Windsor


Marsh/Billings/Rockefeller National Park Woodstock VT   Marion Cross School, Norwich









Massage & Movement









Meeting House Farm, Norwich



Montshire Museum of Science



Mount Ararat Pond Site, Springfield

Natural Resources Conservation Service

National Wildlife Federation









NERC North East Recycling Council








NEWMOA New Engalnd Waste Management Officials Association





New England Grassroots Association

Norwich Conservation Commission

North Fork Bagels of Ludlow








North Star Bakery, Hartland



North Country Organics



Pentland Pottery

On the Edge Farm, LLC



Ottauquechee Health Foundation









Ottauquechee River Group

Quechee Chamber of Commerce



             Quechee Garden Club


Rocky Ridge Farm



Rural Vermont









Quechee Club Restaurant



             Sherburne Memorial Library Killington VT

Simon Pearce Restaurant

South Woodstock Fire Department
     



             Southern Windsor Regional Planning Commission

Southern Windham/Windsor Solid Waste Management District 


Southern Vermont Nutrient Management Plan



             Springfield State Office Building Springfield VT
Springfield Food Co-op


Stella’s Restaurant



Sugarbush Farm, Pomfret








Sustainable Woodstock









SunUp Foundation


Sylvia Davatz Greenhouse Owner



Taftsville Country Store

         
The Nature Conservancy of Vermont

Thistle Hill Farm, Pomfret

             Thorny Hills Farm, West Windsor

Town of Hartland and road crews 








Town of Hartford        








Town of Pomfret 








Town of Springfield 








Town of Woodstock








Trout Unlimited Upper Valley Chapter

Trumbull-Nelson Construction Co.
    



             Two Rivers Ottauquechee Regional Commission



U.S. Army Corps of Engineers -North Hartland and Springfield Dams








US Forest Service 

Upper Valley Land Trust

UVM Extension
-Dr. Heather Darby




-Jennifer Colby


Val Vu Farm

         
Vegetation Control Service, Inc.


Vermont Agency of Agriculture


Vermont Dept of Environmental Conservation- Watershed Protection Assistance Grant






  - Marie Levesque Caduto, Watershed Coordinator

Vermont Dept of Fish and Wildlife


Vermont Dept of Forests, Parks and Recreation-
Waste Management Division









VTRAS VT Transportation

Vermont Pasture Network at the UVM Center for Sustainable Agriculture   









VT Technical College – Small Business Development



Vermont  Water Buffalo, Inc.


Vital Communities





Waste Not!







Windsor Conservation Commission


Windsor County Forester






Wood’s Cider Mill, Springfield

Woodstock Conservation Commission

Woodstock Foundation








Woodstock UU Church - Universalist Society 

Woodstock Water Buffalo Company 

Upper Valley Think Tank business attendees: Dartmouth College, DHMC Hospital, King Arthur Flour, Hogwash 
Farm, Simon Pearce Restaurant, Vermont Compost, SW/WCSWMD, Hanover Food Co-op, GUVSWMD, 
Norwich Farmer’s Market, Highfields Institute as technical advisor

15. UPCOMING ACTIVITES for 2009-2011
The following focuses are the priorities in ONRCD District for conservation.

2009-2011 

FOCUS:  
Water Quality (River management, invasive species)



Agriculture viability specifically for hobby & small diversified farms



Wildlife Habitat



Land Folly
(landowners landscaping their property in ways that create long term problems for the areas natural resources)



Composting

Community Discussion Groups and Community Programs – The District is one of the partners in the Basin 10 Plan and the agricultural section needs to be a high priority. Meetings are already being planned for fall of 2009. 

ONRCD will continue quarterly discussion group meetings with the goal of increasing attendance.  

Topics under discussion: Pasture Management for horse owners,  AAP’s with Agricultural Resources Specialist at GMHA, Billings Farms, Vet Center, Composting,  Backyard Wildlife Habitat is NACD focus in 2010 we hope to do programs for landowners.
Environmental Educational Programs 

– Monthly newspaper column with articles on topics of conservation issues 

-- Encourage high schools in our District to participate in the Envirothon, possibly sponsor 2 schools

- Invasive Species identification and control education, sharing Knotweed and Bedstraw fact sheets to partners and other conservation districts

- More watershed education in the schools 

Agricultural Resource Specialist – Sylvia Harris

-Farm*A*Syst Program  What is new name here?
- Accepted AG Practices (AAP’S) through environmental assessments

- Accepted AG Practices (AAP’S) to horse owners

- Writing the Ag section of the Basin Plan for Ottauquechee Black Rivers

In-House Projects

- Local Food Focus – BUY LOCAL promoted at ALL events, programs, meetings, plantings, workshops, etc. local food usually donated by local farmers with a signs on the table: 
1. “Buy Local” 



2. Special thanks to the farmers 

 - Legislative Luncheon with local foods from local farms

- ONRCD Brochure (1000 copies) edit, print and distribute at all functions 
- ONRCD Web site keeping the web site current by Sue Greenall.

- Educational Scholarship program 


1. Provide scholarships to farmers and landowners for self development to 
attend workshops and receive continuing education credits 

 
2. ONRCD set a goal such as:  3-5 per year at $300 each = $1500


3. Research sustainable funding for this program possible use of Putnam funds


4. Set up Supervisory Board to set criteria to accept/reject applicants

Annual Meeting – Our long range plans identify Sustainable Agriculture as a major focus. Oct 2008 – Sustainable Agriculture focus highlight our Local Foods Cookbook at Local Foods Luncheon in Woodstock with a Silent Auction. (fund-raiser)

Long Range Plan – ONRCD’s Long Range Plan is completed. ONRCD Strategic Long Range - 5 year plan. Feb 2006 to Feb 2011.  New plan being written Aug 2009 to June 2011.

Farm Scale Equipment Rental Program – Brochure distribution to local farm supply stores in our District. Farm Scale are a service to our farmers and a small fund raiser for ONRCD, asking for a donation. SVNMP, LTP, ARS positions are helping to get the word out and deliver the scales. Currently SVNMP has the scales and is taking them to farms.

Fund raising appeal letter campaign:  send one annual letter in November, increase number sent out and use a printed envelope and printed letter for a better response. Hand written notes increase success.

SEP or EPA Funds – ONRCD Board members are watching the area newspapers for any funding opportunities that arise in our District.

 Ottauquechee/Black River Basin Plan is a strategy to improve water quality on these two rivers. This District has other basin plans in place because of overlap into other Districts. Watershed Coordinator, Marie Levesque Caduto will guide us through this process. Started April 2008, it is a five year process with planning and implementation. We are six partners strong working together as the Watershed Council core group to bring stakeholders to the table, design and implement projects.
WISH LIST PROJECTS and IDEAS - IF FUNDING FOUND

Sustainable Agriculture Projects: Encourage small farmers and gardeners to try organic farming on a small scale. Promote Community Supported Agriculture programs. Partner with Vital Communities. Continue to encourage new gardeners with workshops or speakers in the spring and winter.

Water Quality projects: As the Basin 10 Plan gets written, projects will define themselves on Ottauquechee, White, Connecticut, Black, Williams Rivers, as well as Mell and Lull Brooks. Our lakes include: Amherst, Echo, Rescue, and North Springfield Reservoir.  Our rivers, lakes and streams need to be examined closely. The only river in ONRCD that currently has Water Quality data is the Williams River. Our two ARS positions will be focusing on water quality, one in the north end of our District and one in the southern end.  Ottauquechee/Black River Basin Plan has begun – April 2008. Marie Levesque Caduto at DEC will be writing this document while Sylvia Harris, ARS/BP will write the agricultural section. 

Solid Waste Projects: Partner with GUVSWD and SW\WCSWMD

1. STATE WIDE AGRICULTURAL PLASTIC RECYCLING PROJECT 

2. FARM/PROPERTY CLEANUP DAY -  Old Tires and steel (Amnesty Program)     Nursery Pots recycling 

3. Food Scrap reduction pilot project continues

Other Ideas: 

Farm tour on bus to 3 local farms with local food lunch and Annual meeting 2009 Weathersfield area farms and meeting house.
Grants applied for in 2008-2009 and Dollars received

Grantor



Project

Dollars applied for
Dollars received     


VT State

Clean & Clear

Horse Manure

$14,000

$3333.33



Capital Fund

Compost Bins












And One MFO Dairy Bin

Ottauquechee

Basin


$7000


zero

        
 

Health Foundation
Plan






         


Woodstock 

Basin


$7000


$1000

        


Foundation

Plan









New England

Food Scrap

$2500


zero




Grassroots Association   Reduction 

SEP


Black River

$25,000

zero







Buffer 

Watershed grant
Teagle’s Landing 
$5,700


zero
     
     

TOTAL                                                

$61,200                  
 $4333

ONRCD ACTUALS PROFIT & LOSS 2008-2009

	
	
	
	
	
	
	Jul '08 - Jun 09

	
	Ordinary Income/Expense
	

	
	
	
	Income
	

	
	
	
	
	Reimbursement
	482.15

	
	
	
	
	Sales
	

	
	
	
	
	
	Equipment sales
	18.76

	
	
	
	
	
	Sales – Other
	65.00

	
	
	
	
	Total Sales
	83.76

	
	
	
	
	Donation
	

	
	
	
	
	
	Silent Auction
	296.00

	
	
	
	
	
	Annual meeting
	625.00

	
	
	
	
	
	Appeal Letter
	1,020.00

	
	
	
	
	
	donation – Other
	10,000.00

	
	
	
	
	Total donation
	11,941.00

	
	
	
	
	Grants
	

	
	
	
	
	
	Horse Manure Compost Bins
	1,000.00

	
	
	
	
	
	Woodstock Foundatiion Fund
	1,000.00

	
	
	
	
	
	SWCRPC-Japan Knotweed Wrkshp
	1,408.06

	
	
	
	
	Total Grants
	3,408.06

	
	
	
	
	Program
	

	
	
	
	
	
	Backyard Wildlife Habitat
	100.00

	
	
	
	
	Total Program
	100.00

	
	
	
	
	SpecProject
	

	
	
	
	
	
	Horse Bins
	1,600.00

	
	
	
	
	
	Wksp Sponsor
	1,000.00

	
	
	
	
	
	Workshop
	225.00

	
	
	
	
	Total SpecProject
	2,825.00

	
	
	
	
	State funding
	

	
	
	
	
	
	NRCC – Reimbursement
	420.94

	
	
	
	
	
	State funding – Other
	8,000.00

	
	
	
	
	Total State funding
	8,420.94

	
	
	
	
	tree & plant sale
	2,200.00

	
	
	
	Total Income
	29,460.91

	
	
	Gross Profit
	29,460.91

	
	
	
	Expense
	

	
	
	
	
	Sales - Local Foods Cookbooks
	119.40

	
	
	
	
	Nursery
	

	
	
	
	
	
	Trees
	168.50

	
	
	
	
	Total Nursery
	168.50

	
	
	
	
	Legal fees
	175.00

	
	
	
	
	Advertising
	175.00

	
	
	
	
	DPC Exp Claim
	

	
	
	
	
	
	Meetings
	483.10

	
	
	
	
	
	DPC Exp Claim – Other
	100.00

	
	
	
	
	Total DPC Exp Claim
	583.10

	
	
	
	
	Dues
	1,455.00

	
	
	
	
	Fund raising expenses
	15.95

	
	
	
	
	Insurance
	

	
	
	
	
	
	General Liability
	200.00

	
	
	
	
	
	Workers Comp Insurance
	357.00

	
	
	
	
	Total Insurance
	557.00

	
	
	
	
	Miscellaneous
	-0.07

	
	
	
	
	Office
	

	
	
	
	
	
	Accountant
	400.00

	
	
	
	
	
	High Speed Internet - home offc
	572.71

	
	
	
	
	
	Office – Other
	148.00

	
	
	
	
	Total Office
	1,120.71

	
	
	
	
	office supplies
	169.47

	
	
	
	
	pass-thru
	92.00

	
	
	
	
	Payroll Expenses
	23,470.11

	
	
	
	
	Postage (reg.)
	170.70

	
	
	
	
	Programs
	

	
	
	
	
	
	Horse Compost Bins
	2,526.89

	
	
	
	
	
	Animal Mortality Composting
	15.00

	
	
	
	
	
	Annual Meeting
	239.36

	
	
	
	
	
	Backyard Wildlife Habitat
	1.18

	
	
	
	
	
	Envirothon
	112.25

	
	
	
	
	
	Invasive Species Workshop
	116.56

	
	
	
	
	
	Programs – Other
	6.03

	
	
	
	
	Total Programs
	3,017.27

	
	
	
	
	SpecProj exp
	

	
	
	
	
	
	Buffer Planting – Billings
	937.52

	
	
	
	
	Total SpecProj exp
	937.52

	
	
	
	
	Subscriptions
	100.00

	
	
	
	
	Super Exp.
	

	
	
	
	
	
	Conferences
	60.00

	
	
	
	
	
	Meeting
	103.10

	
	
	
	
	
	Super Exp. – Other
	8.75

	
	
	
	
	Total Super Exp.
	171.85

	
	
	
	
	Workshops
	

	
	
	
	
	
	Supplies
	2.99

	
	
	
	
	Total Workshops
	2.99

	
	
	
	Total Expense
	32,501.50

	
	Net Ordinary Income
	-3,040.59

	
	Other Income/Expense
	

	
	
	Other Income
	

	
	
	
	Investment Dividends
	

	
	
	
	
	Diversified Income
	942.53

	
	
	
	
	Putnam High Yield
	334.53

	
	
	
	
	Interest earned
	3.27

	
	
	
	Total Investment Dividends
	1280.59

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Total Other Income
	1280.59

	
	Net Other Income
	1280.59

	Net Income
	
	
	-1760.26

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


************************************************************************

C. Total Volunteer donations to the District 2008-09 


1. Total Volunteer time (hours) donated to the District   
  2361 HRS

2. Total Goods donated value only




$​​​​​3845


3. Total Services donated value only 



$3645   

**************************************************************************

Wish List if funds would become available 




possible grant sources

Legislative Luncheon 




 $  500


Printing Brochure (1000 copies x $1)


 $1000

Scholarship program
($500 x 3)


 $1500 
Putnam fund

     Water Quality projects from Basin Plan 

 $90,000
Canaday


Geomorphic assessment





Clean & Clear


Woodstock area – Pomfret, Barnard, Kedron Brooks plant riparian buffers









$3000
Woodstock Foundation











CREP FSA/Landowners





Museum display on riparian buffers
$500
 Local foundation


Black River buffer planting in Reading

$25,000 
Clean & Clear


Skidder bridge program



$5000


Nursery plan and plantings



$ 500



     Conservation news articles



$2000
Garden supply

   Solid Waste Management 



    1. Ag Plastic Recycling Statewide
$200,000
NRCS – CIG grant



    2.
Plastic Pots         


 5000


                                        

     3. Tires Amnesty Day 





with both Solid Waste Districts 
$8000 



    4. Food Scrap Reduction 


$2500 New England Grassroots

Research task: find local foundations to help support these projects. 

**********

SEE Attached reports from NRCS, ARS\BP, SVNMP and LTP 
ONRCD 2009 CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

SPRING 

· April 16 
Agricultural Plastic Recycling & Management Workshop

· April 25 
Horse Owners\Manure Compost Bins Workshop

      April thru June 
Organize 7 other horse manure composting bins

· May 3
Hartland Garden Club - Backyard Wildlife Habitat Program



Linda K. Schneider, District Manager 

· May 9 
Planting Day at Ludlow Native Tree Nursery  Volunteers Needed
SUMMER 

· May 25        TWO PHASE PLANTING:

· June 5
Buffer Planting Day with Trout Unlimited on the Ottauquechee River 



Banks in Woodstock Volunteers Needed
· August TBA
Pasture Management Workshop at GMHA


CANCELLED





Kevin Kaija, NRCS Agronomist





Jennifer Colby, UVM Extension Service

FALL

· Sept 24

ONRCD ANNUAL MEETING




Farm Tour & Local Foods Lunch



CANCELLED
· MONTHLY  MEETINGS:

· 3rd Tuesday 6:30pm 
Meetings for Ottauquechee & Black River Basin Plan 




 
Strategies to improve water quality on these river



























