


River Bank Planting on Ottauquechee



By Todd Menees, Founder of the Ottauquechee River Group

The Ottauquechee and the Black Rivers are the focus of the Basin 10 Planning process. This plan is currently being written by a group of community members called the Watershed Council. One year into the writing of this plan, on the ground projects to help water quality are already happening. 

Twenty eight volunteers from six partner organizations including the landowner planted 355 trees and pounded 1,150 willow stakes along the bank of the Ottauquechee River at the Billings Farm in Woodstock on Memorial Day May 25th and June 5, 2009.  The plantings along the riverbank included various willow species. The top of the bank planting was American Cranberry shrub, White Pine, Balsam Fir, Silver Maple, White Ash, Dogwood and Red Oaks.  The tree planting was a great success to stabilize about 800 feet of riverbank that is actively eroding and contributing sediment to the river that degrades water quality and harms the fish habitat.

The weather was warm and sunny on both planting days and the volunteers enjoyed good food and assorted soft drinks provided by Ottauquechee Natural Resources Conservation District.  A product called Blue-X tubes creates a greenhouse effect, they were staked around the plants to prevent wildlife feeding on the new leaves. Five gallon buckets were hauled up the riverbank for watering the plants, and fortunately, the plantings were followed by rainy weather.  Volunteers plan to return for another watering and to check on the health of the plantings.

The volunteers in the riverbank stabilization project included a family of four from Hartford, two new graduates of the University of Vermont Rubenstein School of Natural Resources, Trout Unlimited,  Ottauquechee River Group, Billings Farm and Museum, The Woodstock Foundation, Ottauquechee Natural Resources Conservation District (ONRCD), Vermont Department of Environmental Conservation,  a student in the Rutland High School Student YES program, USDA Forest Service (USFS) Intern recently graduated from the University of Massachusetts and the USFS.  The volunteers received technical assistance with proper planting techniques by staff from the USFS, ONRCD and VT DEC. 

The following groups provided project funding: Ottauquechee River Group, Trout Unlimited, Ottauquechee Natural Resources Conservation District, and The Woodstock Foundation. Community donations of planting materials were received from Woodstock Home & Hardware and Welch’s Woodstock Hardware. Woodstock Pizza Chef allowed use of the bathroom facilities - priceless. 

Everyone involved would like to thank the Billings Farm and Museum and The Woodstock Foundation for their willingness to undertake the project and for providing the largest share of the funds.  The Billings Farm and Museum and The Woodstock Foundation were willing to give up a riparian buffer for the tree planting that historically has been in agricultural use, and the land for the planting of the cranberry bushes will no longer produce farm products but will provide forage for wildlife and the start of a wildlife corridor.

Darlyne Franzen, Vice President of the Billings Farm and Museum commented "The coordination of this project by the various organizations involved was impressive, but I would characterize the team work of the folks doing the planting, as extraordinary. It was truly a pleasure to work side by side with such upbeat and determined neighbors, knowing that our efforts will have a positive impact for a very long time."

David Donath, President of the Woodstock Foundation said "On behalf of the Woodstock Foundation and the Billings Farm, we are grateful to the Ottauquechee Natural Resources Conservation District and its partners for their help in stabilizing the bank of the river, and we especially want to thank Trout Unlimited for identifying and proposing this project. Care for the river is part of the long legacy of stewardship of this watershed that extends back to our founders, Laurance and Mary Rockefeller and to the Billings and Marsh families before them."

Marie Levesque-Caduto, Watershed Coordinator of the Vermont Department of Environmental Conservation noted "Pulling a project of this magnitude together is not an easy task. Coordinating all the partners and volunteers, making sure the trees and willows stakes are all on site, making sure the volunteers are trained and safe and well watered, it takes a lot of work before and during the planting event. The partners really pulled together. This is the first major buffer project to come out of the Basin Planning effort that is going on for the Ottauquechee River and it is a great project. I hope the idea of planting trees along the banks will spread up and down the river. It will help keep the river clean by preventing more erosion and it will be a huge benefit to the fish habitat and the wildlife along the river."

Linda Schneider, District Manager of Ottauquechee Natural Resources Conservation District said, "The tree planting was a huge success.  This type of project has a lasting impact for fish and wildlife habitat as well as water quality and bank stabilization.

Todd Menees of the Ottauquechee River Group noted "In two days we found one bottle, one electrical cord and one piece of plastic pipe along 800 feet of riverbank - truly amazing!  I remember seeing a fallen tree across a river in an urban environment with thousands of bottles caught upstream of the tree trunk. The fact that we found only three pieces of junk in those two days shows how much local citizens are concerned about and respect the environment!"

To all the partners that came together to plant trees and pound stakes for the good of the community and our water quality, thank you. For the time you missed being with your family, we also thank them for sharing you.  

If you want to get involved with future projects on the Ottauquechee River or have suggestions for future projects please contact Todd Menees of the Ottauquechee River Group at t3782@together.net or Linda Schneider of the ONRCD at linda.schneider@vt.nacdnet.net.

